
WAKE DEMOCRATIC WOMAN  

MEETING REMINDER: Democratic Women of Wake County will hold their 

monthly luncheon meeting on Thursday, May 27, 2010  at the NC State 

University Club, 4200 Hillsborough Street.  The buffet lunch lines open at 
11:30 am.  We will be collecting items and donations for Interact.  

The program on domestic violence will feature Kit Gruelle, Senior Producer of 

the documentary film Private Violence . The cost of the luncheon is $15.00 
payable at the door. For reservations email info@dwwc.net  or call 782 -1272 

before Tuesday, May 25, 2010.  

     Violet Rhinehart, candidate for NC 

House District 40, is the first recipient 

of the Betty Ann Knudsen scholarship 

to the NC Center for Women in 

Public Service.  DWWC raised 

money to fund the scholarship at the 

viewing of the Betty Ann Knudsen 

documentary, Show Up Speak Out, 

and at our meeting in November.  Due to 

overwhelming support, we were able to fund this 

scholarship. This experience should give her a boost as 

she broadens her public speaking, fundraising, and 

other skills necessary to become a successful political 

candidate. The centerôs web site is: http://

www.nccwps.org 

 An eastern North Carolina native, Violet was 

born in Kinston and reared on a family farm in Deep 

Run. She graduated from South Lenoir High School, 

Mount Olive Junior College and Atlantic Christian 

College (now Barton College) in Wilson. She received 

a BA in social studies and immediately began teaching. 

Violet is married to Jesse Dayton Rhinehart ,whom she 

met at college. His career with the US Treasury 

Department took them to Fayetteville, where they lived 

for thirteen years before moving to Raleigh. They have 

one son, Matthew, a graduate of Southeast Raleigh 

High School, North Carolina State and the University 

of Minnesota.  

 Through community involvement Violet has 

made a place as a leader in education and civic service. 

Recently retired from public education, she will devote 

her time and energy to serving the people of House 

District 40 and the people who call North Carolina 

home as she moves ñfrom the school house to the state 

house.ò  

  ðSubmitted by Linda Gunter, Pres. 

VIOLET  RHINEHART  
SELECTED FOR NCCWPS 

GRUELLE ON VIOLENCE  

 Kit Gruelle,  a survivor 
of domestic violence who has 
worked as a professional 
advocate for domestic violence 
victims for 20 years, is our May 
program speaker.  She is Senior 
Producer of the film, Private 
Violence, a documentary film 
about the movement against battering in the 
U.S.  Kit will introduce and show a 21-minute 
short version of the film and take questions at the 
meeting.   Gloria Steinem, who visited the Triangle 
ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÌÍ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ 
is the best film I have ever seen on domestic 
ÖÉÏÌÅÎÃÅȢȱ  
 Kit Gruelle is a community educator who 
lectures to law enforcement, criminal justice, 
clergy, and health care and advocacy 
professionals all over the country. She is featured 
in several training films and has written protocols 
for sexual assault and domestic violence first 
responders and for hostage negotiators. She also 
educates legislatures about domestic violence 
reform and serves as a commissioner for the 
North Carolina Crime Victims Compensation. Her 
article "Healing From Within: Physicians 
Responding to Battered Women" was included as 
the forward to The Physicians Guide to Intimate 
Partner Violence and Abuse. 
 Private Violence offers a portrait of some 
of the many different issues related to domestic 
violence, and the attitudes that help to perpetuate 
this epidemic. The issues covered include: the 
psychology of power & control, the beginning of  
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 Thanks to all the Democratic Women of 

Wake who volunteered, worked at the event, and 

attended our 41 st  Annual Jefferson -Jackson Day 
Breakfast. To me, it was truly a grand affair.  

 The ballroom at the Sheraton Raleigh Hotel 

was packed, the entertainment was outstanding, 
the decorations by Caroline Farmer and her 

parents were elegant, and the speakers were 

inspirational.  That is how I would describe 2010õs 
J-J Breakfast.  

 I was honored to serve as J -J Breakfast Co -

Chair and as Mistress of Ceremonies.  Our program 

got underway with Linda Gunter , President of 
Wake Democratic County Women, welcoming all of 

our guests to this yearõs J-J Breakfast.  We were 

blessed to hear from North Carolinaõs first female 
governor, The Honorable Beverly Perdue , who was 

ably introduced by my Co -Chair, Christy Agner .  

The Governor, a long time member of our 
organization, has never sounded better or been 

more inspiring. She received a rousing welcome!  

David Young , Chair of our State Democratic Party, 
brought greetings along with our State DWNC 

President, Laura Blake , who led us in the Pledge of 

Allegiance and Salute to the North Carolina Flag.  
Mary Jane Clark recognized, honored and thanked 

our numerous and very generous sponsors.  

 The star of the morning was our keynote 

speaker, The Honorable Congresswoman Eleanor 
Holmes Norton , of Washington, DC.  Congressman 

Brad Miller , representing Congressional District 13, 

introduced our speaker.  Norton was just 
outstanding and gave us all inspiration to carry into 

our upcoming election and work for victory to òKeep 

Our Majority!ó   Norton personally conveyed to me 
that she was blown away with the number of  

women we have elected to primary positions in  

state leadership and judicial offices, and that the 
DNC should recognize us for that accomplishment.  

She was honored with a gift of a beautiful blue 

teapot by North Carolina potter, Marsha Owen . 

 The entertainment was outstanding with 
Seonaid Rijo , vocalist, and her outstanding 

accompanist performing òBelieve.ó  Seonaid closed 

the program out with the moving òAmerica the 
Beautifuló and the audience spontaneously stood on 

the 2 nd  verse, with many holding their hand over 

their hearts as though it was the national anthem.  
It was very, very moving and a wonderful way to 

end our Breakfast.  

ñSubmitted by Carolyn Honeycutt,  
Co-Chair Jefferson -Jackson Day Breakfast  

CONG. BRAD MILLER , DWNC P RES. LAURA 
BLAKE & SPONSOR CHAIR  MARY JANE CLARK 

 

DWWC P RES. LINDA  GUNTER,  CO-CHAIR  
CHRISTY  AGNER, CONG. ELEANOR HOLMES 

NORTON AND  CO-CHAIR  CAROLYN HONEYCUTT 

2010 J EFFERSON-JACKSON DAY BREAKFAST ñKEEP OUR MAJORITY!ò 

BONNIE  MCNEIL , CONG. ELEANOR HOMES 
NORTON,  PHYLLIS  CAMERON &  

MONICA  YELVERTON 

Wake Democratic Woman          May 2010            www.dwwc.net  


